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The first Charter granted to the apothecaries of London was that of James I of 1614. This, however, did not separate them from the grocers with whom they had been associated since at least the fourteenth century, although it gave them their own Court of Assistants. The 1614 Charter contained 113 names of which 112 appear in the Charter of 1617 which finally separated the apothecaries from the grocers. The missing person, John Darow, had presumably died by 1617. Several names are spelled differently in the two Charters but it is not difficult to correlate these.
The 1617 Charter contains 123 names, 11 of which do not appear in that of 1614. Four of these persons are known to have been foreigners and another had a French name so this may have been the reason for their exclusion. It is strange to find, however, that Gideon De Laune who did so much towards obtaining the 1617 Charter did not appear in that of 1614.
It seems that not all of the apothecaries mentioned in the Charters became members of the Society. For example, Samuel Jones is reported as giving evidence for those apothecaries who opposed the secession from the Grocers' Company and Humphrey Gravenor, George Sheeres and John Hewett were charged in the Star Chamber for practising as apothecaries without being free of the Society.
Twenty-one original members became Masters of the Society. Another 10 reached the rank of Warden without becoming Master. Some of these died in office or were too ill to accept the Mastership, a few were too busy with other activities to accept, whilst a few had been involved in disputes and were probably not invited to become Master.
Many of the early Masters were distinguished men -Gideon De Laune, Edmund Phillips and John Wolfgang Rumler were Royal Apothecaries. William Bell was a City Alderman and twice a Member of Parliament.
Ralph Yardley was apothecary to Bethlem Hospital from 1634 until 1656 and Richard Glover to St Bartholomew's Hospital from 1619 until 1648. Thomas Fones was uncle and later father-in-law of John Winthrop jr FRs, the first Governor of Connecticut, who was the first person to undertake chemical and pharmaceutical manufacturing in North America, possibly influenced by his contacts with the Fones family.
Gideon De Laune is reputed to have left £80,000 whilst Edward Cooke was included among the most wealthy inhabitants of London in 1646, the year of his death.
In addition to those already mentioned the following also became Royal Apothecaries: Stephen Chase, Ralph Clayton, Lewis Lemire and Joliffe Lownes. Chase founded a dynasty of distinguished apothecaries.
The following Charter Members were members of the Committee which prepared the first London Pharmacopceia of 1618: Daniel Damelly, Edmund Phillips, Stephen Higgins, Thomas Fones, John Parkinson and Gabriel Sherriffe.
Several of the Charter Members were distinguished botanists. John Parkinson wrote the first English book on gardening and the largest of the early British herbals. James I created him the Principal Royal Botanist. William Quick was described by Parkinson as a worthy apothecary who first recognized some new specimens which he included in his herbal.
Numerous Charter Members were accused by the College of Physicians of practising medicine and were usually fined for this. Many records of family events occur in various ecclesiastical records and the wills of numerous Charter Members have survived. These show that many of them left considerable fortunes.
Although over 350 years have passed since the granting of the 1617 Charter we are fortunate that so many records of the founders of the Society of Apothecaries have survived. These show them to have been keen and vigorous men who laid a sound foundation for the Society on which successive generations have built so worthy a tradition.
